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important position in the rear of the Eastern Front.

With the arrival of Hindenburg and Ludendorff to
control affairs, this eminently sensible policy was reversed.
Ludendorff, dazzled by the mirage of new Polish divisions
contributed to the German army by a grateful Polish
people, forced through the proclamation by the two
Emperors of the Kingdom of Poland in November 1916,
thereby completely ruining the approach to a separate peace
with Russia which had been fostered by both sides with
such laborious care.

The policy of the Supreme Command was completely
barren of results. The Poles accepted the premise of
independence as nothing more than their due, but would
not place their man-power at the disposal of the Central
Powers unless they were given a genuine Polish Government
, to control the Polish army. Ludendorff's dream of a Polish
army under German officers vanished in smoke. On his

- terms the Poles refused to play.

The Imperial Proclamation of November 1916 had
merely established the academic existence of Poland ; it
made no attempt to define its status politically, and the
control of the occupied area remained in the hands of the
Governors-General of Warsaw and Lublin. A year later no
1 further progress had been made, though there were three

- potential solutions upon the board.

The first of these, the so-called " Austrian Solution ",
provided for a union of Congress Poland with Galicia,
the whole to be made a partner in a tripartite Habsburg
Monarchy. The solution was favoured by the Habsburgs
and at times by the German Government, but was opposed
by the Hungarian Premier, Count Tisza, who felt that the
political structure of the Monarchy should not be changed,
and that, if Poland must be added to it at all, it should
much rather form an Austrian province.1 The German
General Staff also objected on the ground that, both

1 Czernin, p. 200.